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to Europe? Moreover, was responsible government in conformity
with the previous pattern of the divine right of kings in England?
Were trade unions, the Labour Party, and even a Labour Govern-
ment in conformity with the previous pattern prevailing in England ?
Was Protestantism in conformity with the previous Roman Catholic
pattern? Is the paganism in Germany under Herr Hitler in con-
formity with the previous pattern of religion in Germany? Was
Bolshevism, both in its political and economic aspects, in conformity
with the previous patterns under the czars ? These are not the only
instances of new traits and complexes which were not exactly in
conformity with the existing culture patterns.

In all these cases certain individuals, often a small minority, felt
dissatisfied with the existing patterns and sought changes, some of
them so drastic as to be called revolutions. And the changes were
brought about by persuasion, or by coercion when resistance was
offered. In other cases, new cultural traits were accepted according
as they met a need, added to human comfort and convenience, or
gave pleasure, or were rejected for contrary reasons. In still other
cases, new traits were forced on people. But all these happened
irrespective of their conformity with the then prevailing pattern of the
whole group. Changes are generally promoted by those who stand to
gain by them^ and resisted by those who stand to lose by them, while
they are viewed with indifference by still others who are not immediately
affected by them. And when the changes are incorporated, the
existing pattern undergoes modifications and a new pattern is
formed. People all over the world, irrespective of their previous
cultural patterns, seem to accept readily material cultural traits, such
as railways, automobiles, and other modern means of locomotion;
telegraphs, telephones, wireless, and other means of rapid communi-
cation; gas and electricity for heating and lighting, newspapers,
schools, cinemas and theatres, etc. They dislike taxes, though. Most
do not change their religion and social customs so readily, if they
do at all. The determining factor seems to be objective certainty.
Those traits which are objectively certain and are not matters of
subjective experience varying with individual personality tend
towards universal diffusion. Mathematics, science, pure and applied,